b 


True C briflianity, 


THE 


Gracio: us Deſign 


| AND — 
GosrtLof CHRIST, 


Pleaded and Vindicated, againſt Mif- 
conſtruction and Berverſion, according 


Recommend to the Serious Meditati- 


and SINNERS. 


| By an Antient e 3 Minifter of 


— NE 


Jeſus Chriſt, George Vhite bead. 


8 DEI 


of all Acceptation, That Feſus Chriſt- 
the World to fave Sinners, &c. 


came into 


_ the Devil. 


A ts, 


of J. Sowle, at the Bible, in George-Tard, in 


on, and Conſideration of SAINTS} 


1 i Tim. 1. 15. This is 4 faithful Saying, and —— | 


LON D 0 Ne Printed and Sold, dy d the Aſſigns 


W * 


to Holy Scripture Teſtimony. 6 | f | 


1 Joh. 3. 8. For this Purpoſe was the Son of God | ö 
manifeſted, Ibat be __ deſtroy the Works of | 


Lombard-Srreet, 1719. 3 
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1 . Fiir W ind 58 
K HE following Treatiſe being con- 
8 ciſe and ſhort, I thought it not neceſs 
am to add am ample Dedication 
or Preface thereto; but the better to conſi- 
der and underftand the True Deſign, Drift 
and Import thereof, I refer thee to the ſe. 
rious Peruſal of the following plain Texts of 
Hol Scripture VIZ. 2D . 
Col. I. 21,22, 23. And you that wereſome 
times alienated und Enemiesin your Mindsb 
wicked Works, yet now hath he (1. e. Chriſt) 
reconciled, in the Body of his Fleſh through 
Death, to preſent you. Holy, and Un- 
blameable, 4-4 Unrepzoveable 7» his 
Sight, If ye continue in the fralth graund- 
ed and ſettled; and be not moved away from 
the Hope of the Goſpel; &c. 1 Pet. 1. 15. 
As he which hath called zou is holy, fo be 
ye holy in all manner of- Converſation. Ver. 
18. Foraſmuch as ye know that ye were not 
Redeemed with corruptible things, as Sil. 
TE + 4s ”, 


2 © 


\ 


To the READER. 
der and Gold from your Vain Converſati- 
on, received by Tradition from your Fathers, 
but with the precious Blood of Chriſt, as 
of a Lamb without Blemiſh, and without 


Spot. And Ver. 22. Seeing ye have purified | 


our Souls in obeying the Truth through 
the Spirit, unto unfeigned Love of the 


Brethren, ſee that ye love one another with 


a pure Heart fervently: And Ver. 23. Be- 
ing born again, not of corruptible Seed, 
but of Incorruptible, by the Word of God 
which liveth and abideth for ever, Alſo 


compare, Rom. 8. 1. with 2 Cor. 5. 17) ” 
2 


18. And conſider who they are that are 


Chriſt Jeſus, to whom there is no Condem. 


nation. n 

De real Deſign and Weight of the 
Chriſtian Religion ſhould be more ſolidly 
conſidered and Inwardly felt than tis by 
many who only have an empty Notion ana 


fruitleſs Profeſſion thereof, withont Holi- 


nels, Obedience to the Truth, or being born 
again. In the enſuing Treatiſe, I have been 
conſtrained to Brevity becauſe of Age and out- 
ward Weakneſs : Howbeit I commit my ten- 
der Endeavours and All to Him who knows 
my Sincerity, Love and Good-Will to all 
Men 5 &c 6 | | | 


G. W. 
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THE 
Gracious Defgn | 
O F | 


True CHRISTI ANITY, Se. 


(in Humility and Thankfulneſs) be 


S It may now as of Old 


well ſaid, Lord what is Man that pc Fe 


thou art mindful of him, or the Son of 
Han that thou viſneſt him? 


Certainly, God is mindfal of Man with 
reſpe& to that Dignity, Glory, and Ho- 
nour which he was crowned withal, and 
was conferred upon him before his Fall, 


And he viſits Man ſince for his Reſtoration, 


which he has made evident by ſending his 
dear Son into the World for Man's Redemp- 
tion and Salvation. God ſo loved the 


World that be hath given his only begatten Son, Joh. 3. 


that whoſoever believeth in bim ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſling Life. For God 


ſent not his Son into the World that be ſhould - 


condemn the World, but that the N. orld thro! 
bim might be ſaved. 
+ And 


r = ir hle 4 3 Re ey 


f 


Heb. 5. is mighty, who is able to ſave to the ut- 
25. termoſt all them who come unto God by 


(6 


And God has laid Help upon one that | 


him, that is, by Jeſas Chriſt, 


Joh. 1. 


” 


Heb. 5, 


9 


Dan. p. 


Mat 13 
377 38. 


Qr. How are we helped by him ? 
Anſ. By. his bruiſing the Serpent's Head, 


ſubduing the Power of Satan, opening the 


blind Eyes, expelling Darkneſs, enlight- 
ning every Man coming into the World, 
— jeſt reproving them of Sin, 

{ thereb ling Sinners to Repentance, 
Ft * 52 to believe in his Pow 
er, whereby all who truly receive him re- 
ceive Power to become the Sons and Children 
of God, to continue in true Obedience in 
bis Light, Grace and Truth to the End. 
Chriſt being the Author of eternal Salvati- 


on unto all who truly obey and follow him. 


Wherefore let it be conſidered, That the 
Coming of the Aſeſſiah was both to make 
Reconciliation or Attonement, for Iniqui- 
ty that it might be forgiven, and alſo to fi- 
niſh Tranſgreſſion, to make an end of Sin, 
and bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
according to the holy and Gracious Deſign 
of his Coming and Suffering for Mankind, 
Alſo the Son of Man, Feſus Chriſt, is the 
good Seed's-Man which has ſown 1 v3 
Seed 1n the Field, of the World, namely 2 
Seed of his own Life, Light, Grace and 
1rath, from whence by his Power, the 
good Seed the Children of God and E his 
A e ing- 
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Kingdom have ſprung up, and by this 


Light, Grace and Truth In ws, he miniſters 


to us Law and Goſpel, Judgment and Mer- / 
cy, Reproof forSin, Mercy and Porgiveneſs, 
upon true Repentance, having obtain'd Re- 
demption and Remiſſion for us. | 

As alſo his taking upon him our Suffe-,. ao 
rings, the Sorrows and Griefs of ſuch as 4, 3. 
follow him in the Regeneration, and being 
touch'd with the Feeling of our Infirmi- ** 
ties, was all mercifully deſigned that he 


might relieve, comfort and ſuccour the 


dejected, ſorrowful, tempted and tried Heb. 2. 
Ones, under the Travel of their Souls, in 7. 18. 


order to bring forth the new and heavenly . 
Birth, and holy Generation, even by the 
Power of Chriſt as the FORD which 


liveth and endureth for ever. 


But there is an evil Seed's Man, an Ene- Mat. 


my, the wicked One, that has ſown the 13. 

evil Seed the Tares in the World, from 
whence the Children of the wicked One * 
(who reject and hate the good Seed) are 


ſprung up. 7 N 

And they are term'd Tares, being joynꝰd 
to the Seed of Enmity and in the Na- 
ture thereof: And in the great Harveſt- 
Day of Seperation, the Tares are to be Mat 
bound up in Bundles and caſt into the Fire, * 
according to the Parable; but the good © 
Seed, the Children of the Kingdom thall 
be gathered and ſhine as the Sun 1n the 
IS 1 
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Firmament of God's Power, in his King: ' 
„err. : 
Qr. What was the Gracious Deſign, Intent 
and End of Fe{us Chriſt his Coming and Suf- 
TOY Jering in the Fleſh for Mankind, and dying 
2.2, Jor all Men, and being 4 Propitiation for 
' the Sins of the whole World, according to 
plain Scripture Teflimony ®%.Þ_'*oo ©» 
Anſ. 1. To Redeem Mankind, He gave 
1 Tim. himſelf a Ranſom for all Men for a Te- 
2. 4, 55 ſtimony in due Time, even of the free uni- 
Gs verſal Love and Grace of his heavenly Fa- 
ther, whereby Jeſus Chriſt his Son taſted 
Death for every Man. * 
Rom. 2. For this End Chrift died and roſe a- 
14. 9. gain, and revived, that he might be Lord 
both of the Living and of the Dead. 
Heb.2. 3. This One, heavenly, bleſſed Man Chriſt 
9: Jeſys died for Al, becauſe all were dead, 
and he died for all Men, that they which 
2 Cor. live ſhould not henceforth live unto them- 
$+15» ſe]ves, but unto him which died for them 


+... androſe again, ag 5 
Tit. 2. 4. Chriſt gave himſelf for us, that be 
745 might redeem us. from All Iniquity, and pu- 
riſy unto himſe l a peculiar People, zealous 

of good Works. Chriſt alſo. who ſuffered 

for us, hath left us an Example that we 


3 75 ſhould follow his Steps, -who did not ſin, 


<4 U 


22, 23. neither was Guile found in his Mouth : W bo 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; 


when he ſuffered, be tbręetned not; Out 


com- 


09 


committed himſelf to him that judgethightes 


ouſly. Oh! what an excellent Pattern was 


he to his Honſe and Family, worthy to be 


followed and minded by all. Y 
Qr. How comes this bleſſed Deſign of Fe- 


ford Chriſt and Chriſtianity to be effected and 


fulfilled In us, ſo as we may trulylive to him, 
and be redeem'd from All Iniquity, and be his 


faithful Subject, for which End he has pur- © 


chaſed us with his own Blood ? © | 
Anſ. By the ſanctifying Work of his 
Grace and Spirit In , whereby Man muſt 


be born again, 5 elſe he cannot ſee tha 
1 e 


Kingdom of 


Joh. 3. 


= Jo 


Qr. Seeing the Heathen or Gentiles are pal. 2. 


given to Feſis Chriſt for bis Inheritance 


and the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth for hit 


 Poſſeſhon, and he has given bimſelf a Ran- 
ſom for All, and enlightens all, and is the 


Light of the World, Is it not bis Right to 


_ poſſeſs all what he has purchaſeds . © 
Anſ. Yea ſure, and for that End we 


ought humbly to yeild and ſubmit to his 


Power and Government, who has been at. 
ſo great Coſt and Charge to purchaſe us, to 


ranſom and redeem Mankind by his pre- 


cious Blood, laying down his Life for us, 


being that One Offering and moſt accepta- 
ble Sacrifice of a ſweet ſmelling Savour 


to God, our heavenly Father. And what 


has this moſt excellent univerſal Offer. 


ing procured 'or obtained for us? but Re- 


8 miſ- 


Epheſ, 
5. 2. | | 


(100 
miſſion of Sins, (on true Repentance) eters 
nal Redemption and Salvation (on ſincere 
Obedience to him) even what his humble, 
ſorrowful Soul prayed for on Man's Behalf, 
in order to Perfection of Holineſs, which 
was and ſtill is the good Will of God in 
Chriſt, the true Deſign of Chriſtianity ; 
Hebr. By this One Offering having for ever per- 
10. 14, fected them who are Sancti ſicd, whereof the 
"3" Holy Ghoſt is Witneſs to us. | | 
| Yea, the ſame is both Witneſs of that 
bleſſed ſaving Work of Sanctification and 
the Worker thereof in true Believers 
Hearts, agreeable to the holy Deſign and 
nterceſſion of our great Mediator, who 
gave himſelf to be that One Offering which 
2 Cor. made an univerſal Attonement and Reconci- 
* liat ion for Mankind: For God was in Chrift 
” I econciling the World to himſelf, not Im- 
puting their Sins unto them in that graci- 
ous Undertaking ; but rather ſhewing his 
take Forbearance, and Willingneſs to forgive 
24. 47. Sins and Treſpaſſes, when fincerely repent- 
Acts 3. ed of and forſaken, which are the Terms 
19, 26. and Conditions of Forgiveneſs, and en- 
tring into Covenant with God in and thro? 
Teſus Chriſt, our bleſſed Redeemer and Medi- 
ator. „ 5 
- God was in Cbriſt, Reconciling the World © 
to bemſelf; not imputing their manifold = 
Sins and Treſpaſſes to them; not reckon» 
ing or charging them to their utter Perditi - 
ET wo” " 


n 
on, but manifeſting his long Sufferin 


Grace and Goodneſs, in order to bring Men op” | 


to Repentance and Submiſſion to his divine 2 Pet, 
gracious Will, that they may be actually and 3: 9. 


| 1 reconciled, and become Friends 


in their Minds and Hearts, and truly obe- 


dient unto him, who confirmed the Terms 
and Conditions of Reconciliation, ſo as all 


may come into Covenant and Agreement 


with God, and to injoy Peace with him in 


and through his dear Son: And for this 
End hath committed unto us, (or placed in 


as) the Vord of Grace and Reconciliation, 


And as God was gracioully pleaſed to 


ſhew his own free Love, good Will and 


Grace, in his dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, by re- 
conciling the World to himſelf, he has com- 
mitted unto the Son all Judgment, righteous 
Law and Goſpel, to plead with the World 
(for his Right of Poſſeſſion, to poſſeſs them) 
by his Light and Spirit of Grace, a- 
gainſt Sin, Tranſgreſſion and Iniquity, re- 
proving and convicting them thereof, and 
to perſwade them to Repentance and A- 
mendment of Life. = 

The Law was ordain'd by Angels in the 
Hand of a Mediator, as Moſes was; now 
the Law of Righteouſneſs is in the Hand of 
our Great Mediator Jeſus Chriſt, to whom all 
Judgment is committed, and he by bis Light 


in us ſhews us wherein we have tranſgreſſed 
the ſame, and how we have incurred the 


Judg- 


* 


Gal. 2 


SS GS 


( 12) 

Judgment and Condemnation thereof: And 
if we truly mind his Light and Grace in 
our Hearts, he will thereby ſhew us how we 
may be diſcharged and acquitted through 
true Faith, Repentance, Amendment and 
Newneſs of Life, as he has ſhewn and led 
many into, in this Goſpel Day, bleſſed. 
be his Name for ever. 1 
Rom. For, God ſent his own Son in the Likeneſs 
8. 3, 4. of ſinful Fleſh, and for Sin condemned Sin in 
the Fleſh, that the Righteouſneſs of the Law 
ig ht be fulfilled in us, who walk not after 
, Spire. . 
And herein we become effectually reconci- 
led in our Hearts to God, throngh his dear 
Son Jeſus Chriſt ; and fo hecome his faithful 
Heb. 2. Servants and Followers, that Chriſt may 
zz, own us for his Friends and Brethren, being 

ſanctified by his Grace and holy Spirit. 

For what End hath Chrift boxn our 
Griefs, and carried our Sorrows, and was 
wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, and brui- 
ſed for our Iniquities, and that the Chaſ- 
tiſement of our Peace was upon him, and 
that with his Strips we are healed ? I/a.53.. 
K I Pet. 2. 24. Was it that we ſhould indulge 
2 Cor. our ſel ves in Sin, and not come under any 
7+ 1% godly Sorrow and Repentance for the 
171. ſame? No ſure, Where's then our Griefs 
. 26.5 or Sorrows for the ſame? Or what Chaſtiſe- 
$, 10. ment do we bear for our Tranſgreſſions? 
Muſt not we bear his Chaſtiſements, that we 
TIL tots | "andy 


FCC 


are condemned and periſh therein? 


* 


(63 


may be made Partakers of his Holineſs? 
 TheChaſtiſement of our Peace upon him, was 


not of the Nature of a ridged Satisfaction 


to vindiftive Fuſtice, as a ſlridt Payment of 


all our Debts (as ſuppoſed) Where's then 
Font „ ĩ 7 HR en 


Surely Chriſt's Sufferings for ns requires. 


our Submiſſion to his Chaſtiſements upon 
us, and our real Sorrow, Repentance, A- 
mendment and Newneſs of Life; Other- 


wiſe how ſhould we come to Forgiveneſs, 


or into the Fellowſhip of his Sufferings, or 
be made conformable unto his Death? Phil. 
2. 10. By whoſe Strips we are healed. How 


healed, if never wounded in Conſcience b 


or for our own Offences againft Chriſt, his 
Light and Grace in our Hearts? Or how 
are we chaſtiſed for our Profit, or become 
dead unto Sin, that we might live unto 
Ripghteouſheſs? Heb. 12. 10. 1 Pet. 2. 24. 
Seeing God has been pleaſed eminently 
to manifeſt his Univerſal Love, Grace, 
Long-Suffering and Forbearance toward 
Mankind, in and through his dear Son, 


and in refpe& to his Mediation, Interceſ- 


ſion, Offering and Dying for Al Men, and 
giving himſelf a Ranſom for all; Why 


has not all this great Grace an Effect upon 


All unto their Eternal Salvation, and actual 
Redemption from all Iniquity, but many 


Anſwer, 


— 


1 


Sen. s. Anſwer, My Spirit (ſaith the Lord) ſhall 


3* not always ſtrive with [or in] Man: Im- 
plying a long Reſiſtance againſt his Spirit. 

P. 8 1. But I/rac! would not obey my Voice, they 
1 . 25 would have none of ne; therefore I gave 
|| them over to their own Hearts Luſts. De- 

[| ftru#:on, Diſtreſs and Anguiſh will come 
= upon them, who refuſe to turn at Wiſdom's 

Reproof and Call, who regard not that 
| | divine Hand that's ſtretched out for their 
= Help and Deliverance, ſetting at nought 
| all divine Wifdom's Counfe], &'c. ſee Prov, 
I. Chap. at large. 


a=s @w\ bead ann 


He that being often reproved, hardeneth 
bis Neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deflroyed, and 
that without Remedy, Prov. 29. 1. 
#by will pe die, O Houſe of Iſrael? E. | 
Sek. 18. 31. and 33. 11. 9 - 
But they rebelled, and vexed his boly Spi- 
rit: Therefore he was turned io be their 
Enemy, and fought againſt them, Iſa. 63. 10. 
They would not 6/#/þ, neither be aſham- 
ed of their Abominations, Fer. 6. 15. and 
8. 2. | a YR 
bon haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, but thy Help | 
=. 1s in ne, faith the Lord, Hof. 13. 9. 1 
wm Although God ſent not his Son into the | 
3 World (on purpoſe) to condemn the World, 
but that the World through him might be 
ſaved; yet this is the Condemnation, that 
Light is come into the World, and Men 
q love Darkneſs rather than Light, * f 
| | their 


o 


their Deeds are evil, Cc. John 3. Chap. A 
plain Reaſon of Men's Condemnation, 


and not an Ab/olute Predeſiination there- 


unto. | | 

Feruſalem had a Day wherein they might 
have been gathered and ſaved, but they 
would not, Mat. 23. 37. Ie will not come 
unto me, that ye might have Life, (ſaid our 


Lord Jeſus) to the Unbelieving Fes, Joh. 


There were ungodly Men of old, who 
turned the Grace of God into Lafciviouf- 
neſs, (or rather transferring his Favour un- 
to Luxury) denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Fude-Epiſt. 
Theſe with many other Reaſons in holy 


Scripture of the ſame Import, plainly de- 


clare the Cauſe of Men's Condemnation, &. 
That *tis their own Wickedneſs, Rebellion 
and Preſumption againſt Light and Grace 
extended to them, Nc. See alſo, Fob 21, 
14. P/al. 9. 7. Zepb. 1. 6. | 


When Jrael were told by Moſes all the- 


| Words and Judgments of the Lord, Did 
they not with one Voice promiſe: Obedi- 
| ence? Exod; 24. | 


And was not Reſtitution required, and 
| the Treſpaſs - Offering and Attonement 


made by the Prieſt, in the Aſoſaical Law, 


before the Treſpaſs was forgiven by the Of- 


fended? ſee Levit. 6. 5, 6, ). Is any Per- 


lon meet to be eſteemed pious or * 


, 


(16) 3 
who is ſo corrupt in his Morals, fo unjuſt 
in doing to others as he would t be done 
by hunſelf ? Surely no. And did not ſe- 

ſius Chriſt our High Prieſt, as well under- 
take to amend us, make vs righteous, new. 
Creatures, (if we would ſubmit to be obe- 
dient Children) as to make Altonement and 
Reconciliation for us, in order to procure 
our Remiſſion and Peace with God our of- 
fended Judge? Yea ſurely: For even under 
the Legal Diſpenfation, in the Day of A.- 
tone ment they were required to Afi their 
Souls, (to be truly humbled) Levit. 23. 
27, 29. and Chap. 16. 29, 30. So Chriſt's 
deep Humiliation and Obedience unto the 
Death of the Croſs for us, calls for and re- 
quires our Humiliation unto true Repent ance, 
Mortification, Amendment, Newneſs of 
Life and fincere Obedience unto him, which 
his holy Spirit, Light and Grace teacheth 
us and enables us unto: For Jefus Chriſt 
was and is both our Mediator, Interceſſor 
and Advocate with the Father; and is alſo 
given us for a Witneſs, for a Leader and 
a Commander, fee I/. 55 P. 
And God in his great Wiſdom and graci- 
1 Tim. ons Condeſcent ion hath appointed One Me- 
2.455 drator between himſelf and Men, who as it 
were as a Day's: Man lays his Hand upon both. 
to bring us into perfect Reconciliation and 
Union. Our Mediator appears in the Pre- 
ſence of God fox us, and his Spirit alſo ir 
| | HaSy | 


(7) 


ug, making Interceſſion 


„according to the 


Will of God. 
There was an evident Teſtimon 


y of the ; 
Wiſdom, Grace and Mercy of God, in 
Chriſt's being offered up for onr Offences, 


dying for our Sins, Riſing again for our 7% Rom; 
ſtiſication, Aſcending up on high, 


Glory) Leading Captivity captive, Re- 
ceiving Gifts for Men, even for the Rebeli- 
ous alſo, that God might dwell among 


them, P/al, 68. 18. Eph. 4. 8. 


>. 4.50, bay KS a. 


And his being made Sin (or rather an 
Offering for Sin) for us, who knew no Sin, 


36 
S 


was that we ſhould be made the Righicouſ-» Cor. 
neſs of God in him: And not that wes. 21. 


mould remain unrighteous, or out of him 
in Sin all our Days, under a Notion or 
Pretence of having his Righteouſneſs and 
Merits imputed to us, or reckoned ours, 
as many have flattered and deluded them- 
ſelves and others, reckoning themſelves 
_ righteous, or Saints, whilſt inherently and 


actually unrighteous and unſanctified. 


But if any Man be in Chriſt, he is a new 
Creature, old things are paſſed away, and 
behold all things are become zew, 2 Cor. 5. 

The many Sin Offerings, Trefpaſs-Offe- 
rings and others, frequently offered for Le- 
gal Purification, Attonement or Remiſ- 
Ton, did not inwardly ſanctify, nor puri- 
fy the Hearts or Conſciences, nor make 
perfect: For there 
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the Comers thereu 


was 


(into 4-24» 


* 


© Mn. 
ſ was ſo often a Remembrance of Sins 24 
| ts they were committed, both by Prieſts and 
OF People: But Jeſus Chriſt our high Prieſt, 
[ who by his One Offering put an End to 
2 thoſe many Legal typical Offerings, Sa- 
Lt _ crifices and Shadowes; and changed the 
it Heb.g. Prieſthood. Chriſt ended the Law of 
1 Chap. Circumciſion, divers Offerings, Waſhings (or 
| Baptiſms) Types and Shadows, &c. was 
? chiefly for the Sake of the Jewiſßi Nati- - 
it on that uſed them; but the Reconciliati- 
1 on made by his dying for all Men, was for 
1 the World in general. 5 
7 By One Offering Chrift hath perfected 
' qty, for ever them that are ſanctified, whereof * 
* 10.Ch, the holy Ghoſt beareth us Record: — A- 
| greeable to the Promiſe of the New Cove- / 
nant or 'Teſtament, Aſter thoſe Days, ſaith 
4 the Lord, I vill put my Laws in their Heat, 
2 and in their Minds ] will write them, and 
„ their Sins and Iniquities will I remember 6 
more. 5 
He took away the firſt Covenant or Te. 
i ſtament, that he might eſtabliſh the Se- 
8 cond, even by his own Offering, Sacrifice 
I and Death for all Men, Fews and Gentiles, 
thereby teſtifying and ſhewing his univer- | 
ſal Love and Grace toward all, He ſhall | 
bring forth Judgment unto the Gentiles; aid 
Iſa. 42. the Iles ſhall wait for his Law: And it was 
4+ alſo foretold, The Gentiles ſhall come to thy 
| 5 „ 
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(19) 


ſing. 2 | | 

| 2 Now all ye his Saints and ſanctifyed 
Ones, Pray remember and meditate on the 
great Love, Grace, good Will and Work of 
God, by his dear Son, even the Son of his 
Love Feſws Chriſt, to oblige you ſincerely 
and conftantly to keep the Faith, and 


fear, obey, ſerve and praiſe him therein 
to the End, and be bleſſed and happy for 
ever in his Kingdom of Glory, © 

Now, how can we know and be aſſured, 
that we are in the Faith and true Believers 
in Chriſt, but by receiving and knowing 


lowing him, as the Ford of Faith, nigh in 
by Faith, we being rooted and grounded in 


true Love to him and to one another, by his 
Power, Light and Grace: Chrift in you the 


in true Believers, ſee Rom. 10. 6, ), 8. 2 Cor. 
13. 5. Ephef. 3. v. 4, 5, 17, 18. Cob. 1. 
e # 27, 28, And, Oh! ye poor Sinners, Turn 
L 3e, Turn P to the LIGHT of the Lord 
In you; Conſider your Ways thereby, Re- 
1 wo and Believe the Goſpel, amend your 

Lives, that ye may receive Mercy and For- 
giveneſs, for Chriſt's ſake, (who dyed tor 


for every Man) and for your on Soul's 
. | B 2 take, 


Light, and Kings to the Brightneſs of thy Ri Ila. 60x 


live in and by the Faith of Chriſt, to love, 


him ſpiritually 2 uf, we obeying and fol- 


our Hearts? Chriſt dwelling in our Hearts 


| Hope of Glory, a glorious Myſtery revealed 


you, and by the Grace of God taſted Death 
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Joh. 


1. 4,9. into the World, enlightening every Man 
Ila. 49. 


Heb, Periſh ; but to repent, return, believe in 


_ 


: ( 20 . { 
Take. that they may be ſaved from Sinz] 
from Perdition and Wrath to come: Ohl 
conſider the great Love of God, in giving 
his dear Son to Redeem you from your great 
Bondage under Sin and Satan, under which 
you were ſold and become miſerable, Ron. 
7. 14. Ch. 8.2. 4 

Remember that Chriſt is come a Light bg 


coming into the World, and is given for a 
Light even unto the Gentiles, and to be 
God's Salvation unto the Ends of the Earth. 
He calls Sinners to Repentance, and would 
not have any of them io die in their Sins or 


9, dim and live : Loe (ſaid he) I come to do 
T iy Will, O God : By the which gracious Wil 
5 ſancifies truly penitent Believers and 
Converts. - 

Let the great Love, the good Will, and 
the univerſal Grace of God in Chriſt to 
Mankind prevail upon your Hearts, and 
the ſerious Conſideration of the deep Hu- 
miliation and Suffering of our Lord Jeſus | 
(both in Spirit under the Burthen of Man's | 
FTranſgreſſions, and in Body under the cruel 
Death of the Croſs) affect your Hearts and | 
Souls unto deep Humihation, Repentance 
and Amendment.: Oh! be perſwaded to 
turn, turn to the Lord that ye may live; 
and conſid ider, that the Goſpel-Miniſtry is 
noß 


e or hg; eee . n 
N . 


* 


| _. Ty 

ot forcing, but perſwading, as Viſdom *2Cot. 
Falle, reproves, counſels, &c. And Wiſdom 2: **> 
as ſent forth her Maidens, her chaſt, in- proy; 


2 ocent Goſpel-Miniſters to perſwade Men, 1. 20, 
to invite poor Strangers and Travellers in- 21, 22, 


. | ; 22, Oc. 
to her Houſe, for her good Entertainment: = 


And Chriſt the Wiſdom of God, by his Ch. 9. 


; 
* 
J 3 
1 N. 
2 
x 


Light | 
Man Spirit of Grace, compaſſionately calls, 


or a Cone unto me all ye that are weary and heavy 
9 be laden, and I will Eaſe you, or give you Reſt, 


And confider, that though Jeſus Chriſt 
paſſed thorow deep Humiliation and Suf- 
tering into his Glory, he has Power given 158 
over all Fleſh, and is Judge of the Living 15. 2. 


and the Dead, and a Name given him above 8 

11. 2. 
9, 10. 
no a : i Ephel. 
cipalities, and Powers being made ſubject x. 21. 


wald e 
is or 
e in 
2 d 


will an 
and every Name, unto which every Knee muſt 


bow, in Mercy or Fudgment, Angels, Prin 


2 


5 ay & unto him, to whom all Power in Heaven Gr 
and and Earth is given, Mar. 28. 18. =: thy 
Hu. And I pray you, let it be alſo conſidered ,, 22. 
ſis for timely Warning, That there were ot. 
ins old many Backſliders, Revolters, Apoſtates 


and Antichriits ; as among 1/rac! who for- 


uel ſook the true God and turned to Idols, and 


_ ho grieved and vexed his holy Spirit, i 
ta til he became their Enemy and fought a. 37 
ve; gainſt them, that at length they were 

- brought into a long Captivity of 70 Years, 
20h and great Deſolations came upon them: 

"" WM Let a Remnant of 1/ract were ſaved. In 
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x Kin. the Prophet Z/ijah's days God had preſerved 


19. 18. 9 ben Thauſand who had not bowed their 


f.. Ch. Knee to Baal: And he promiſed, Iwill leave 


inthe Midſt of thee a poor and affiited People, 
(or a poor ſmall ſimple People) and they ſhall 
truſt in the Name of the Lord, the Remnant 


of Iſrael ſhall not do Iniquity, &c. Zaph. 3. 


12, 13. 
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And in the Primitive Chriſtians Days, 

as there were thoſe who received not the 

2 Theſ. Love of the Truth, that they might have | 
2. 10, been ſaved, but had Pleaſure in Unrighte- 


12. ouſneſs, and ſo brought Damnation upon | 
11": themſelves, and ſome turned aſide from | 
Love into vain Jangling : So there were 
2 Pet. thoſe who denyed the Lord that bought 


2. I. 


Ch them, and brought ſwift Deſtruction upon 4 
a. ' themſelves: It was alſo told, that Mocks || 
Heb. ers would come in the Laſt Days, walking | 


10. 39-after their Luſts: Others that turned from 
the Faith unto Perdition; alſo thoſe Gen- 
tiles, who liked not to retain God in their 


Rom. 


1. Ch. Knowledge, became vain in their Imagi- 


nations, that their fooliſh Hearts were | 


| >The darkened, and they given up to a reprobate | 


2. Ch. Mind: The Sox of Perdition, the ſpiritual } 


* _ Jadas, the Adverſary fo prevailed on ma- N 
ny, that they became Antichriſts, and 
Adverſaries againſt Chriſt, the true Chri- 


ſtians, the Chriſtian Profeſſion and Teſti- 
mony. N 


The 


( 23) 


The Apoſtle gives theſe Inſtances for 
Caution and Warnings, viz. For it is im- 
Poliible for thoſe who were once enligbtned, 
and have taſted of the heauenly Gift, and 
= were made Partakers of the holy Ghoſt, and 
= had taſted the good Word of God, and the 

Powers of the World to come; if they ſhall 


fall awap, to 7enew them again unto Repen- 


| Zance Pann. they crucify to themſelves the 


Son of God afreſh, and put him to an open 


Shame, &c.— 


For if we ſin wilkullp after that we have re. 


ceived the Knowledge of the Truth, there re- 
maineth no more Sacrifice for Sins, but a cer- 


tain fearful Looking for of Judgment, and 


Fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour the Ad- 


* 


verfaries. 

Pray obſerve hence, what a horrible per- 
nicious Caſe ſuch preſumptuous Sinners, 
Apoſtates and Adverſaries are in, who af- 


ter they have received the Knowledge of the 


| 26, 
Truth, wilfulh fin, turn Adverſaries, tread an, 


under-feot the Son of God, by their Con- 
tempt and Enmity; and do undervalue the 
ſanctifying Blood of the Covenant as an 
unholy Thing, and do Deſpite to the Spirit 


_ of Grace. Oh! miſerable Wretches, and 
preſumptuous Adverſaries, and wilful Sin- 


ners, to whom remaineth no more Sacrifice 


for Sins: Oh doleful and lamentable Caſe! 
No more Attonement, Reconciliation or 


Forgiveneſs; the Bleſſing by Chriſt the One 
| B & | Offter- 


* 


Heb. 6. 
4, 55 6, 
Ty 8. 


Heb1o 
26. to 
ver. 31. 


See 


Jude 
v. 4, 6, 


Heb; 


31. 


6 
Offering obtain d, yet loſt "TH preſumptu- 
ons Sinners againſt Light, Grace and Know- 
ledge; as of old, That Soul which pre- 
ſumptuouſly reproached the Lord, and de- 
ſpiled his Word, and broke his Command- 
ment, That Soul was utterly to be cut off 
from among the People, Numb. 15. 30, 31. 
It may be obſerved alſo, That the many 
Antichriſts (whom John mentions and 
warns againſt) who went out into the 
World, were ſuch as apoſtatized and went 
out from them (i. e.) trom the true Chriſti- 
ans and their Communion: They went out 
from us, becauſe they were not of us; they 
were not united in Spirit and Truth with 
them, 1 Foh. 2. 18, 19. 

There are two Sorts of Backſliders and Apo- 
fates, Warez envious Contemners of Truth, 
who do Deſpite to the Spirit of Grace; and, 
ſolſe Prodigals, on whoſe Conſciences Convi- 
ction fo far remains and Judgment follows, 

that they dare not openly ſpeak 2ga7nft or re- 
proach the Truth it ſelf, or revile the Lord's 

People; and yet they remain in a loſt and 
dead State, if they do not return (from their 
looſe and extravagant Courſes) nnto the Fa- 

Luke ther's Houſe, as tome of them have done: 
5. Ch. gut ſome exalted Ones, being turned into 
Pride, Env 7 and Contention have been 
troubleſome in the Church, and thereby ex- 
cluded themſelves out of all Chriitian Love, 
baciery and Civility : But yet the Founda- |} 

ion 


— 


W 
tion of God ſtandeth ſure, and his Houſe 


and Church built thereon. 


All which things ſeriouſly conſidered, 
all Men and Women concerned take Warn- 
ing betimes, while the Lord is waiting 
to ſhew himſelf gracious unto you, whilſt 
Mercy and Forgiveneſs are in Reſerve and 
ready for you, upon true Repentance, Con- 
verſion and Continuance in his Grace and 
Truth, which came by our bleſſed Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, even in the great Love and 
Good Mill of his heavenly Father toward 
Mankind. 


To conclude; All that Jeſus Chriſt has 


| ſuffered, and Bleſſings merited or deſerved 


for us, in his own Perſon without us, will 


not allow us, to indulge or flatter our ſelves 


in Sin or Tranfgreſhon, nor have any a 
Right to apply to themſelves the active 
and paſſive Obedience of Chriit without 
them, while they indulge Sin within them, 
and live in Diſobedience to his Light, 
Grace, or Spirit of Grace, or to neglect the 
Work thereof within us; namely his Call 
to Repentance, Work of Faith, Converſi- 
on, Regeneration, Sanctification and being 
born again, or from above, which are i ward 
and ſpiritual Works of Grace, and of the 
holy Spirit; For except yt repent, ye Hall 
periſh; and without Ful th tis :mpoſſuble to 
pleaſe God; unleſs ye believe inthe Light, ye 

= cannot 


V 
cannot become Children of the Light, except 
ye be converted and become as little Children, 

p! Je cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
i385 | except ye be born again, ye cannot ſee the 
: WE Kingdom of God, Joh. 3. 3. 
1387 Remember what Chriſt ſaid unto Peter, 
Joh. If I do not waſh thee, thou haſt no Part in 
13. 8. 206, | = | EE 
| Oh! Turn, turn to the Light of the 
| Lord zz you, and therein ſearch the holy 
1 Scriptures, and ſeriouſly examin your ſelves, 
and conſider your Ways in your own 
i! Hearts, as in the Sight of Him who is the 
1 great All- ſeeing and Heart-ſearching Judge 


— $a 
22 A a. — - 
. 


| | of All: And be perſwaded according to the 
= Mind of Jeſus Chriſt, and his Goſpel-Mi- 
_ niſtry, expreſſed in the Following Words of | 


2 cor. his Apoſtle Paul, viz. Now then are we Em- 
5. 20. Daſſadors for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech 

3 you by us; we pray ye in Chriſt's ſlead, Be ye 
Wo! reconciled to God. | 
Pal. ho is like unto the Lord our God, who 
113. 5-dwelteth on high? And yet humbleth bimſelf 
3 to behold Things that are in Heaven and 

p | 1 8 
; Oh! thy wonderful Condeſcention, in- 
#28 finite Wiſdom and unſpeakable Kindneſs, 
Wl O God ! To ſend thy only Begotten, thy 
vt dear Son of thy Love (yea, The WORD 
1 of GOD) into this low World, to aſ- 
87 ſume a moſt holy Humanity, a perfect Man- 
| bood, (in Fleſh and Blood) miraculouſly 
4 „ 25 Con- 


__- |, 
conceived by. the holy Ghoſt, and born of 
a Virgin, in the Form of a Servant, (even 
to be a Servant) and to humble himſelf 
under moſt grievious and ſorrowful Suffer- 
ings in Spirit and Body, even to the Death 
of the Croſs (in the Fleſh) to ranſom us, 
(yea all Mankind) from miſerable Captivi- 
ty, Death and Bondage! Go. 3h 
Oh! Glorious Immanuel, bleſſed Meffah; 
compaſſionate J7eſus, moſt merciful and 
faithful high Prieſt of our Profeſſion! Von- 


 derful Counſellor ! Moſt meek and humble 1f. 9. 
Prophet of the moſt High! yet Prince of the © 


Kings of the Earth, who haſt loved us and Rev. 1. 


waſhed us from our Sins in thine own Blood ! 5 6+ 


vermore. 5 „ 
Oh! Thou Immaculate Lamb of God, 
which takeſt away the Sin of the World, 
and haſt been a moſt excellent Sacrifice, 
and thereby haſt made a more Univerſal 
Attonement and during Reconciliation, 
than all the Peace-Offerings and Sin-Offer- 


c. To thee be Glory and Dominion for e. 


ings, he e made under the Law, for 


the Prieſts and Jeroiſb Nation only. Thou, 

O Lord! art worthy of Glory, Honour, 

and Dominion, as King of Righteouſnels 

and Peace for evermor mee. ; 
Without Controverſy, Oh! How great is 1 Tim, 

the Myſtery of Godlineſs ? God manifeſted in 3. 16. 


Fleſh, juſtified in Spirit, ſeen of Angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
World, and received upintoGlory! Sure» 


— —— l — — 


Surely this Great Myſtery ought not to be 
controverted, queſtioned, or difputed, in 
the World nor by the Wiſdom thereof ; but 
rather to be humbly admired, reverenced 
and praiſed for evermore, as the great Wiſ- 


dom and Love of our God to the World. 


I humbly thank the Lord my God for his 
many Preſervations and hitherto helping 
me; I having been concerned (through his 
Power and Aid) in the Work of his Mini- 
ſtry for above 64 Years, from the Year 
1654: My Teſtimony (with the reſt o 


my faithful Brethren) hath always been 


for the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, re- 
ſpecting his glorious Divinity and holy Man- 
hood, not divided, but diſtinguiſhed, as 
true God and perfect Man, even according 
to holy Scripture Teſtimony, of the holy 
Prophets, Chriſt himſelf and his Apoſtles; 
and we have often made uſe of theſe Scrip- 
tures following, (in true Faith and Sinceri- 
ty) as the Lord has been pleaſed to open and 
preſent thein to our Underſtandings, vis. 
Gen. 3. 15. and 49. 10. Pſal. 2. 6, 7, 8. and 
, 2, 1. Ifa. J. 14. 9. 6,7. and 1. 
. Mat. 1. 23. Mie, ;. 2. Joh. F. 
2, 3, 4, 9. and 17. 5. Rom. 9. 5. Coloſ. 1. 
17, 19, 21, 22. . 10. ,. 
1 Joh. 5. 20. 1 Cor. I. 24, 30. Rev. I. 8. 
hei: 3. 9. Joh. 8. 23, 42. Heb. 1. 2. 
There are many more divine Teſtimonies, 
in holy Scripture, of our heavenly Fo 
33 | is 


EE. 
his dear Son and holy Spirit, as the One 
True God; to whom beGlory for evermore, 
Amen. 1 | | 


Frit, in true Chriſtian Love and Compaſ-. 
ſion, in the 84th Tear of my Age, © 


London, in the 12th 1 
Month, 1713. 
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